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Ves. XXI 


Tue Royat ComMMIssION ON TUBERCULOSIS. 


This week we reprint from The Times a portion of 
the Third Interim Report of the Royal Commission 
on Tuberculosis. The extract was well chosen, 
and its publication in the lay press should do a 
great deal to enlighten the public regarding the 
dangers of the disease in cattle. 

Scientifically, this latest work of the Commission 
has very great interest, but its supreme importance 
lies in its practical bearing upon the question of in- 
fection. The frequency of bovine mammary tuber- 
culosis, and the dangerous nature of milk from 
tuberculous udders, have long been recoguised. 
The difficulties of clinically diagnosing mammary 
tuberculosis until it has reached a comparatively 
advanced stage have also been recognised as in- 
creasing the gravity of the danger. But the further 
discovery by the Commission that clinically tuber- 
culous cows, even though their udders are free 
from lesions, still yield milk containing bacilli, 
obviously renders the danger of infection from such 
animals even greater than it was previously known 
to be. This production of infective milk from un- 
affected udders has been suspected before without 
being definitely proved; now that it is proved it 
cannot be too widely known. 

Perhaps the Commission’s experiments upon the 
infectivity of the feces of tuberculous cattle are 
even more important than those upon milk, both as 
regards human and animal infection. Probably the 
importance of the fwces as an infective agent has 
been neglected, the general disposition having been 
to regard the sputa of cattle affected with pulmonary 
tuberculosis as more dangerous. The Commission's 
statement regarding the relative danger of faeces 
and sputa need not be emphasised to those who 
know the conditions prevailing at many farms and 
dairies. Milk is no doubt often contaminated in 
this manner; so are the hands of cowmen, who 
may thus infect themselves, or convey infection to 
other persons or animals. 

The Royal Commission began its work by an 
enquiry as to whether bovine tuberculosis was com- 
municable to man at all. That question having 
been answered in the aflirmative, a further enquiry 
into the methods by which infection takes place 
became necessary The result appears to be that at 
least some of the methods of infection that were 
previously recognised as possible—or, in other 
words, that cattle having open tuberculous lesions 
in any part of the body are more dangerous than 
was formerly supposed. Diseased cows, with or 
without tuberculous udders, may yield infective 


milk. Bacilli may be found in feces of even 
slightly tuberculous cattle, and we know that fecal 
contamination cf milk is constant. A few bacilli 
only may pass from the intestine of a slightly affec- 
ted subject, or from an udder showing no lesions, 
but even these are not negligible. Again, no one 
can say that a reactor showing no clinical symp- 
toms is without open lesions. The last report of 
the Royal Commission is one more argument for 
immediate legislation. 

One chief reason for the delay of legislation is 
obvious, but will soon be removed. Any serious 
measures against bovine tuberculosis must entail 
great expense. Medical men and veterinarians 
know pertectly well that the expense is necessary, 
but it could not be undertaken unless its necessity 
were generally recognised by the public. Evidence 
of the danger which tuberculous cattle cause to 
human beings—to say nothing of other animals— 
is rapidly accumulating, and being disseminated by 
the Press. When the final reeommendations of the 
Royal Commission appear, we may expect that the 
public will be sutliciently enlightened, not only 
to acquiesce in immediate action but to insist 
upon it. 


(ESOUPHAGOTOMY.— RECOVERY. 


The subject of this article I was called in to 
attend on the 26th December. The owner express- 
ed the opinion that bis pony was “choked,” and 
this I found to be the case on arriving there. The 
patient, an aged bay pony, presented the following 
symptoms: Excessive sulivation, pawing with fore- 
feet, drawing of nose into chest as if in the act of 
“ erib-biting,” and a continual turning of the head 
to the left side. Manipulation of the cesophagus 
revealed the presence of u foreign body in about the 
middle of the cervical region, but strange to say it 
was more prominent on the right side of the neck. 

Oleum lini was given in small quantities, and 
external taxis employed, but with no beneficial re- 
sults. Having no suitable probang with me, and 
the patient’s condition being now critical, cesophago- 
tomy was decided upon as a last resource. The 
seat of operation was shaved and rendered aseptic. 
An incision some three inches in length was made 
directly opposite the offending body, and the gullet 
carefully cut down upon, another incision was made 
about an inch in length into the esophagus through 
which was removed in pieces the cause of all our 
trouble—a piece of mangold. The mucous mem- 
brane of the cesophagus was left severely alone, as 
no suitable suturing material was at band, only its 
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muscular coat was drawn together, this being 
accomplished with three interrupted silkworm gut 
sutures, the skin being drawn together with eight 
stitches of the same material. Healing took place 
by primary intention, no trace of discharge ever 
being visible. Subsequent dietetic treatment con- 
sisted of liquids for five days, then sloppy food until 
deglutition became normal. Permission was given 
owner to work pony ina breast collar on the 7th 
January, just twelve days from date of operation. 
The unorthodox procedure of operation was not 
contempt of recognised surgical treatises on this 
subject, nor yet reckless speculation, but wholly the 
result of force of circumstances. Suturing of the 
mucous membrane of the cesophagus with material, 
which would remain in situ, to be a menace for an 
indefinite period, would in itself be culpable, to say 
nothing of the difficulty of suturing such delicate 
tissue under the fitful glare of a stable lamp, and as 
silkworm gut was the only material I had with me 
the mucous membrane was left alone. 

Méller advises: “The parts must be sutured as 
far as possible with chromic catgut ; first bring the 
mucous membrane together, and then the muscular 
coat. The skin wound is better left open, as heal- 
ing by primary intention cannot be expected.” 
Upon the former part of this advice I am not in a 

sition to judge as to its success or otherwise, but 

fail to understand why skin wounds should not 
heal by first intention if the operation is carried out 
under strict aseptic conditions. 
Jas. B Sc, 
(Assistant to G. H. Harris, M.R.C.V.S.) 
Sawbridgeworth. 


MANGE. 


In writing this article Iam asking for information, 
as from observations amongst London studs and 
their neighbours’ cattle I have direct proof that the 
mange which is gainiug ground in the London 
studs is not the ordinary dermatodectic form, but is 
sarcoptic. 

Every one of your readers who has had any 
experience with this form of mange will, I think, 
agree with me that communicability from equine 
to bovine is proof positive of the sarcoptic form, 
also that sarcoptic mange in bovines is ten times 
worse than in equines, as it rapidly spreads from 
head to foot unless prompt measures are taken at 
the outset, at any rate that is my experience, hav- 
ing seen the disease in bovines and equines on the 
same premises. 

I am indebted to the manager of a large stud in 
this district for a tip as to treatment. Every horse 
affected is covered from head to foot and treated for 
fifteen minutes to the shower hath of dilute Bur- 
nett’s or Tuson’s. This is not too much, as he 
agrees with me that saturation of the skin and, so to 
speak, suffocation of the parasites are better than 
stronger applications. 

It was my intention to bring my observations 
before the Central Society, but will do so when I 
get time, so must remain open to conviction. 

Geo. Upton. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ASCITES IN THE Doa. 


Ohler (Wochenschrift fiir Tierheilkunde und 
Viehzucht) maintains that ascites in dogs, which is 
fairly common, and is apt to be regarded as a con- 
sequence of cardiac hypertrophy, is generally caused 
by chronic nephritis. 

Post-mortem, the kidneys are found to be of firm 
consistence, and rather small in proportion to the 
body-weight. After stripping off the capsule, one 
finds elevated parts upon the surface, which are 
lighter in colour, beside darker coloured depressions. 
Upon section, the cortical substance appears dimin- 
ished in size, and streaky in colour. The pyramids 
also are lessened in volume. The pelvis of the 
kidney only is enlarged in proportion to the size 
of the organ. Atrophy of the renal tissue is thus 
present. 

The author regards lack of exercise and placing 
dogs in shady cool places as the most common 
causes of chronic nephritis. 

Treatment, which is only hopeful at the begin- 
ning of the disease, consists in exercising the ani- 
mals, and in frequent bathing, with subsequent 
rubbing. Milk is reeommended as the chief food, 
and Carlsbad salts in warm milk or water are given 
against constipation. 

Ohler records several cases from practice which 
serve to support his conclusions.—Ex. Berliner 
Tier. Woch. 

[Among the many conditions which are recog- 


_|nised as causing ascites, it is possible that chronic 


nephritis may have received less than its due share 
of attention. Not many practitioners in this 
country would regard it as the most common cause 
of ascites. —TRANS. | 


Foreign IN THE 


Eberhard briefly notes the successful medical 
treatment of five cases of cesophageal obstruction 
two of the patients being horses, and the other 
three cows. In each case the foreign body could 
neither be removed manually nor shifted with the 
probang, but the subcutaneous injection of hydro- 
bromate of arecolin caused it to descend into the 
stomach. Puncture of the rumen had to be per- 
formed in the case of one cow, on account of 
threatened suffocation. The approximate dose of 
Arecolin hydrobromate used was 14 grains dissolved 
in 24 drachms of distilled water.—(Ex. Berliner 
Tier. Woch. 


PERMANENT FIXATION OF A Metatic TuBE IN 


THE URETHRA OF A Doa. 


Prof. R. Bassi, Director of the Royal Veerinary 
School at Turin, records this case in La Revue 
Générale de Leclainche. 

The subject, a hunting dog, bad two fistulous 
openings a little below the ischiatic fossa, one on 
each side of the urethra. Urination was difficult, a 
few drops only escaping at a time from the urethra 
or one of the fistula. Catheterisation with very 
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fines intruments proved that the urethral passage 
was almost entirely obliterated by a hard resistant 
body, which was supposed to be a calculus. 

Urethrotomy was performed at the posterior end 
of the os penis, and the obstruction was found to 
be due, not to a calculus, but to deformation of the 

nial bone, which had undergone fracture with 
Saplacement. It was ascertained that both the 
fracture and the fistule were the result of a previous 
gunshot wound. 

The only possible treatment seemed to be the 
establishment of a permanent urethral orifice 
behind the obstacle. Bassi, therefore, performed 
a second urethrotomy a little below the ischial 
fossa, between the two fistulous openings, in order 
to allow a free micturition and obtain cicatrisation 
of the existing fistule. 

The next question was how to avoid the danger 
of urethral stricture as a sequel. 

To meet this difficulty, Bassi had made a T- 
shaped silver tube, the cross-piece of which was 
slightly curved, and the stem proceeding from the 
convexity of the curve. The total length of the 
cross-piece was 4} centimetres (1, 4-5ths inch), and 
that of the stem 12 millimetres (almost half an inch). 
The stem and one limb of the cross-piece were 
hollow and inter-communicating, forming a tube of 
5 millimetres (1-5th inch) in the internal diameter. 
The other limb of the cross-piece was solid. 

The cross-piece was inserted into the urethrotomy 
wound, which had to be enlarged towards the 
ischiatic fossa for the purpose. When in position 
in the urethra, the solid limb of the cross-piece was 
directed towards the os penis, thus preventing the 
passage of urine towards the obstruction. The 
hollow limb of the cross-piece was directed towards 
the ischial curvature, receiving the urine, while the 
shorter central stem projected through the lips of 
the urethral wound, thus allowing free micturition. 
A suture stitch was applied to keep the tube in 
position. 

The animal urinated freely immediately. After- 
treatment consisted in disinfecting the fistula and 
the urethrotomy wound twice daily with a solution 
of lysol. Cicatrisation was perfect at the end of a 
month and a half; the dog was in good condition, 
and did not seem inconvenienced by the presence of 
the tube. He has since served through two shoot- 
ing seasons to the complete satisfaction of his 
owner. 

Bassi remarks that the same method of averting 
urethral stricture after urethrotomy might be suc- 
cessfully adopted in cases of horses and cattle, as 
well as dogs. 


ParaPHIMOSIS COMPLICATED WITH GANGRENE IN 
A Doe. 


Bourat (Revue Vétérinaire) records a case of a 
dog which became affected with paraphimosis after 
coition. Three days after the accident, the general 
condition of the animal was bad, appetite being 
absent, and thirst intense. The penis hung inertly 
outside the prepuce; its colour was greenish in 
some parts, blackish in others, the extremity of the 
urethra only being red. The organ was hard and 


insensitive, feeling dry and horny to the touch. 
The paraphimosis was found to be due to strangu- 
lation by the preputial ring ; and the constriction, 
though insufficient to prevent micturition, had in- 
duced gangrene of a portion of the penis. 

The animal being placed on his hock, the gan- 
grenous tissues were excised. An incision two 
inches long was then made in the prepuce, to permit 
the return of the penis. This having been effected 
the lips of the preputial wound were reunited by 
four stitches, to prevent a relapse. 

After treatment consisted in antiseptic injections 
(carbolic acid being employed) into the prepuce, and 
in tonics. 

Recovery was complete in about a fortnight. A 
slight deformity of the prepuce remained, owing to 
the sutures giving way early. 

An interest feature of the case is that Bourat at 
first believed immediate amputation of the penis to 
be the wisest course, whereas the treatment he did 
adopt enabled him to avoid the two habitual sequelae 
of that operation, viz., phimosis, and stricture of the 
urethra.—Annales de Méd. Vét. and Le Bulletin 


Vétérinaire. 
W.R.C. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on the 3rd December, the President, E. H. 
Stent, Esq., Manchester, in the chair. The attendance 
included Messrs. J. B. Wolstenholme, E. Faulkner, S. 
Jackson, J. H. Lomas, A. Munro, juor., W. A. Taylor, 
S. Locke, Edwards, M. T. Giblin, Lloyd, A. Holburn, 
T. 8S. Atkinson, Chorlton, Sumner, Dobie, T. Hopkin, 
A. Michaelis, Ingram, J. Laithwood, Smith, and Prof 
Annett. The visitors were: Dr. Mair. Messrs. W. J. 
Young, J. Spruell. 

Apologies for absence were received from Professor 
Williams, G. H. Locke, W. Packman, J. W. Brittle- 
bank, A. H. Darwell, Eaton Jones, and J. H. Carter. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were 
taken as read on the proposition of Mr. Lloyd, seconded 
by Mr. Lomas. 

Mr. T.S. Arkrnson, M.R.C.V.S., Douglas, Isle of 
Man, and Mr. A. B. Martinson, M.R.C.V.S., Preston, 
were unanimously eleeted members of the Association. 

The circular letter from the Eastern Counties V.M.S. 
on the employment of unqualified assistants was read. 

Mr. TAYLor moved that the letfer be placed in the 
hands of the Council of their Association for considera- 
tion andreport. He observed that the question was a 
large one, an important one, and one that could not 
adequately be discussed that night in view of the 
business before the meeting. 

Mr. FAULKNER agreed as to the importance of the 
subject, and seconded the proposal, which was carried. 


TESTIMONIAL. 


Mr. WoLsTeENHOLME, reading from the minutes of a 
Council meeting held on October 19th last, said this 
matter had been discussed, and they suggested that the 
Lancashire V.M.A. should subscribe the sum of three 
guineas to the fund. At the same time it was pointed 
out that the Council desired that this subscription 
would not in any way deter individual subscriptions. 

A proposal by Mr. Giblin that the subscription be 
increased to five guineas if their funds permitted was not 
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seconded, and the recommendation of the Council was 
carried, on the proposition of Mr. 8. Locke, secouded by 
Mr. Laithwood. 


DEMONSTRATION OF PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS. 
By Prof. H. E. Annerr, University of Liverpool. 


(1) Sclerostomes and the intestinal, vascular, and 
other lesions to which they give rise.—Prof. Annett 
gave an account of his own experience of the conditions 
produced by the presence of these worms in the intes- 
tines of horscs and donkeys at the Farm Station at Run- 
corn, at which the last tive years regularly each year, 
several animals had died as a result of the infection. 
After acknowledging his indebtedness to Mr. Henry 
Sumner for drawing attention to the occurrence of fatal 
cases of this affection among young animals in country 
practice, a brief account was given of the worms, 
Sclerostum armatum, and Sclerostomum tetracanthum, 
as is familiar to veterinary surgeons ; and of their habits, 
appearance, and of the lesions with which they are 
generally associated: and this was followed by a brief 
reference to the work of Prof. Loos, of Cairo, who has 
studied exteusively the nature of worms of these types 
which he found infesting the alimentary tract of 
donkeys and horses. Prof. Loos has re-classified these 
worms, and now describes three genera and, in all, nine- 
teen species—the old generic name Sclerostomum being 
retained to include three well-defined blood-sucking 
species, one only (S. vulgaris) of which, according to 

s, has been found associated with the aneurisms 
which frequently occur on branches of the anterior 
mesenteric artery in equines. Another blood-sucking 
enus (7'riodontophorus) is characterised by the possess- 
ion of three teeth (as the name implies) in the buccal 
cavity, comprises at present only two species, while 
most of the other species are not blood suckers, and are 
easily differentiated from the members of other genera 
by the form, shape, and arrangement of their mouth 
parts (Cyclichnostomum—saucer-shaped mouth). The 
type of this genus is the Schlerostomnm tetracanthum 
of previous authors. Of this genus the largest member 
is about the size of the smallest of the true Sclerostomes 
a vulgare), and although red in colour, they are red 
rom dissimilar causes, the blood-sucking Sclerostomes 
from the blood they contain, while those of the tetra- 
canthum type (not blood suckers) are red on account of 
the pigment granules contained in the cells of the in- 
testine. 

Professor Annett was able to verify the existence of 
these different species very easily in many of the animals 
which came under his observation, and also found in 
contirmation of Loos that Sc. vulgare was most com- 
monly found in the ceeum, Scl. edentatum in the first 
ce of the colon, while the other species had their 

abitat in the 2nd, 3rd, and sometimes as low as the 4th 
part. 

In the case of a small yearling donkey, a careful col- 
lection of worms from the cecum and colon produced 
927 worms, which had been fixed, cleared and mounted 
for microscopical purposes, while perhaps 100-200 were 
overlooked. From the cecum alone 200 were collected, 
and a rough estimate indicated that in this case about 
2,000 or more worms were present in a length of about 
two yards of the gut of this animal. On microscopical 
examination, practically every female (and females much 
outnumber males usually) is found gorged with ova, and 
yet on examination of the feces in the rectum, but 
very few eggs and a few embryos only were to be 
found. 

Here the lesions associated with the presence of these 
worms were described, and briefly these include : 

(1) Small nodules in the mucous membrane of the 
colon, nodules less than a pin head in size. 


(2) Large nodules attached to the mucous membrane, 
and projecting into the lumen of the intestine. These 
vary in size from that of a pin head to a bean, and 
some show a small hole at the summit, so that a com- 
munication between the contents of the nodule and the 
lumen of the intestine is set up. 

Both small and large nodules on dissection are found 
to contain iminature worms ; in the smaller ones appar- 
ently the embryo, in the larger, the larva (except in those 
showing the opening at their summit, by which appar- 
ently the larva escapes into the intestine again to be- 
come sexually mature.) In addition these nodules con- 
tain a dirty yellowish green material in which the larva 
(one in each nodule) is found. 

(3) The 3rd lesion is the aneurysm, the presence of 
which is frequently overlooked during most post-mor- 
tems on equines. As is well known, the most frequent 
site for these is the anterior mesenteric artery and its 
branches, although they occasionally occur on other 
arteries from the abdominal aorta. These aneurisms 
are usually more or less filled with thrombus, embedded 
in which are worms which, according to Loos, are always 
Sclerostomum vulgare, and ny observations verify this, 
although I am not sure that this is the only species 
found. My observations also show that the colic bran- 
ches of the mesenteric artery on the colon may alse be 
the site of several diffuse aneurysmal swellings (look- 
ing somewhat like enlarged ete glands) and these 
also contain worms. 

(4) Finally, another lesion, which I have seen on two 
occasions, is infective in origin, and can probably be 
ascribed to the carrying in of micro-organisms by the 
worms from the intestine, especially perhaps of the 
bacillus of necrosis. In these two cases referred to he 
found several foci of necrosis in the midst of dense 
inflammatory fibrous tissue at the root of the mesentery 
in the tissue surrounding the branches of the mesenteric 
arteries, and in addition in one case purulent collections 
in the smaller vessels of the part. 


The PREsIDENT invited an inspection of the speci- 
et and also any remarks which members had to 
make. 

Mr. SuMNER desired to express his thanks to Professor 
Annett. The case referred to by the Professor in his 
opening remarks was one of recurring diarrhoea associa- 
ted with progressive wasting. They sought several times 
in the feces for the worm, which he had been taught to 
consider as tetracanthum, but without result. The horse 
was so far wasted at the end as to be unable to rise, and 
was destroyed. He opened it, and suggested that the 
cause of the illness was a glandular disease of the 
bowels. The appearance of the bowels, the colic glands, 
and the mesenteric glands all led to that conclusion. He 
was surprised but delighted to find it was not glandular 
disease, and that the nodules were simply dependent 
upon the presence of this worm in its different stages. 
He had sought in cases which offered similarity of 
symptoms to find any parasite in the feces, and h 
SH sent feces to Professor Annett with the same 
aes but they had been unable to find any eggs or 
arvie. 

As clinicians they were somewhat incapable in dealing 
with verminous infection. They had heard that it was 
associated with auto-infection, that the worms are 
seldom expelled in the faces, and therefore clinically 
they would have difficulty in recognising that patients 
were suffering from this infection. He was looking 
forward to further researches from a preventive stand- 

int. 

"i his part of the country land was valuable, and 
their verminous diseases were naturally few and far 
between, but the Runcorn station was evidently a very 
seriously infected place, and he hoped the Professor 
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would be good enough to treat these pastures in different 
ways with the idea of seeing whether the foulness of 
the place could be overcome. Their very best thanks 
were due to Prof. Annett for his interest in the 
subject. 

Mr. LarruHwoop said the worms mentioned were new 
to him to a great extent. The affected animals he had 
seen had gradually wasted without apparent cause and 
looked tuberculous, except that there was no cough. 
The water supply in these cases was suspected, as it 

sed through a wood containing a large amount of 
decaying vegetation. The great difficulty was diagnosis 
of the affection during life. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME was delighted to have the oppor- 
tunity of extending his knowledge of disease in the par- 
ticular method under their observation. It was some- 
thing to be thankful for that at last they had got some 
work going on in comparative pathology. Liverpool 
University had provided a professor, and disease could 
be studied from the comparative standpoint. He had 
expressed the same view before—that it was only 
rational that they would get to know about diseases of 
the higher animal when they were compared with those 
of the lower aniznals. Many years ago he paid considera- 
ble attention to this disease and had never any trouble 
in finding worms in the feces. 

Mr. Lioyp remarked that when in practice some 
twelve years ago he had a large number of these cases, 
and the majority of them grazed on land adjoining the 
river Severn. He considered that turpentine was the 
best thing to give. He also noticed that the older 
animals were more likely to recover. 

Mr. FAULKNER thought there could be no doubt that 
the investigation being carried on by Prof. Annett would 
lead to good results. It was sure to open the door to 
what might be called treatment with diagnosis. It ex- 
plained many cases met with that had been unsatisfac- 
tory with regard to diagnosis. As developments go on 
diagnosis would have to be by exclusion. 


(2) Large Heart of a Horse—Uncommon lesion pro 
duced by the Bacillus of Necrosis. 


The history was kindly furnished by the Veterinary 
Surgeon in charge of the case, as follows :— 

“Tt was a bay gelding, aged 5} years, purchased in 
June, 1907, and was of the showyard animal harness 
class, about 15 hands. The animal was castrated the 
previous April and had apparently made good recovery. 
At the time of purchase it was to all purposes in excel- 
lent health. About three weeks afterwards, without 
having shown illness, the horse began to feed badly and 
went off in condition. The owner in the meantime had 
only been giving ordinary exercise, but no exertion be- 
yond this. Various changes of diet were tried but no 
local treatment. The veterinary surgeon was never 
asked to make a clinical examination, and the animal 
wasted until he died in the middle of September, 1907.” 

The organs sent for examination were the heart, lungs, 
liver, kidneys and stomach. 

The heart was eviden'ly much enlarged. Its width in 
the widest part was 114 inches, and from apex to base 
the heart measured 13inches. The position of the right 
auricle was occupied by a prominent tumour-like growth, 
presenting roughly a spherical shape and about 4 inches 
in diameter. The surface of the growth showed a dark 
red blood patch about 1 inch in diameter. On cutting 
into the left ventricle its wall was found to measure 
about 2} to 3 inches in its thickest part. It contained a 
pale firm clot which extended into the left auricle. The 
mitral valves were normal in appearance, but the orifice 
was enlarged and easily admitted a fist. The aortic 
valves were normal. The right ventricle was filled with 
a similar clot ; its wall was about } to 1 inch in thick- 


hess, and its cavity and that of the right auricle were 


dilated. The tricuspid valve and the valve of the pul- 
monary artery were entirely obliterated by the growth 
already referred to, and this growth projected into auri- 
culo-ventricular orifice so that the little finger could 
only with difficulty be forced through the orifice. The 
growth projected with a ragged irregular necrotic mass 
into the cavity of the ventricle, and into the auricle with 
a smooth surface covered with a pale, and at the free 
surface a red, blood clot. 

On eutting into the growth it was found te be made 
- of a mass of necrotic tissue surrounded by a dense 
fibrous layer about 3/8th inch thick in places, but in the 
portion projecting into the cavity of the ventricle the 
tumour was also necrosing. In parts the necrosed tissue 
was soft, and easily crumbled between the fingers. 

The lungs appeared but little altered except for severe 
congestion and cedema, and in the right lung two 
nodules, one the size of a walnut, the other about 14 
inches in diameter ; these nodules showed a structure 
similar to that of the heart tumour—a thick fibrous 
tissue capsule with a necrotic centre. 

The liver was full of blood and in a typical “ nutmeg” 
condition. 

The kidneys were enlarged, the cortex pale and ina 
condition of fatty degeneration, while the or 
Evee of the organs was congested, and gorged wit 


The stomach was apparently normal. 


(3) Quarters of an Udder from a case of Contagious 
Mastitis. 


The specimens shown were the four quarters of an 
udder of one of some 30 cases of this affection of the 
udder which occurred amongst a herd of some 70 dairy 
cattle at a Cheshire farm. He was indebted to Mr. J. 
Storrar, of Chester, for the opportunity of seeing these 
cases, and of conducting a bacteriological investigation 
as to the nature and cause of this disease, which appears 
to have become fairly frequent amongst milking stock in 
Cheshire and the neighbouring counties during the 
recent summer. The disease is more or less well recog- 
nised by farmers, some of whom have described to him 
the typical way in which first one quarter is affected, 
then another, until at last the whole ndder has become 
involved, and converted into a useless hard mass, a con- 
dition associated with more or less characteristic 
changes in the appearance of the milk. The unusual 
feature presented by the cases here referred to was the 
acuteness of the affection in a few cases, which occurred 
side by side with cases exhibiting the well-known condi- 
tion and course of the disease. 

As to the introduction of the disease into this prize 
stock, the history does not afford us much information 
beyond the fact that apparently cases had occurred 
sporadically for two years previously, and that similar 
cases had also occurred on a neighbouring farm, with 
the owner of which an arrangement had been made 
whereby the farm hands of one farm assisted at the 
milking at the other on alternate Sundays. 

The specimens shown exhibited a condition of suba- 
cute inflammation superimposed on a more or less 
chronic condition—in various stages of progress in the 
different quarters, 

The bacteriological investigation succeeded, in all the 
affected cases, in demonstrating the presence of a —- 
coccus, which has been described, and is recognised by 
many, as the cause of the affection. Ina few cases this 
streptoccus was present in pure cultures, while in 
the more acute cases, with stinking putrid secretion 
there were also present numerous other organisms of 
various kinds. 

Under these circumstances, an attempt was made 
to stop th2 spread of this disease by the nse of a 
streptococcic vaccine, made frem cultures of the micro- 
organism isolated from these cases, and he thought he 
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was right in saying that this vaccination helped con- 
siderably in checking the spread of the disease. 

4. Actinomycosis—-Lower jaw of horse: Actinomy- 
costs of the heart from a case of the disease in the mam- 
mary gland (human) ; and photographs of other human 


cases : 

He brought these specimens because in the Royal 
Intirmary, Liverpool, there have been recently two cases 
of Actinomycosis of the jaw in human beings. The 
interest in the case of the man arises from the fact that 
he was a labourer who had to deal with horses, and he 
was in the habit of chewing corn. Every tooth he had 
was decayed. After the operation of removing the 
actinomycotic mass of tissue, the case was treated with 
potassium iodide and recovered. 

In the case of the girl, she was first treated by X-rays, 
then by operation and potassium iodide. She also re- 
covered. Although this girl came fr@m a farm she did 
not go amongst cattle, and the source of infection was 
not traced. 

The specimen of Actinomycosis in the breast of a 
woman was from a case in which on post-mortem ex- 
amination there were found to be secondary actinomy- 
cotic lesions in the wall of the auricle of the heart and 
also in the lungs. 

5. Intestinal specimen.—This is a case in which, from 
some cause or other, probably as a result of a twist, a 

rtion of gut had been cut off and isolated from the 
intestinal tract and subsequently necrosed, while the 
lumen of the intestine became continued through the 
mass of inflammatory tissue around the site of the twist. 

6. Tuberculosis in the spleen and lungs of a horse. 

7. Grapes of the pericardiu of a cow. 


Mr. Lioyp instanced a case of tuberculosis in the 
spleen of a horse which he had recently seen at Sheffield. 
There was primary tuberculosis in the spleen, secondary 
in the liver, and miliary in the lungs. 

The PREsIDENT expressed indebtedness to Professor 
Annett for bringiug the specimens. In regard to the 
first, they ought to lose no opportunity of making post- 
mortem examinations now they knew what to look for. 
He had pleasure in moving a hearty vote of thanks to 
Prof. Annett. 

Mr. Hopktn, in seconding, said that no doubt by- 
and-by they would learn of the result they desired to 
obtain in stopping this scourge. 

Prof. ANNETT was gratified for the hearty vote of 
thanks. He was delighted to be able to render 
assistance. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—Mr. Faulkner begged to propose that the 
President of the Lancashire V.M.A. for the forthcoming 
year be Mr. A. Munro, Altrincham. Mr. Munro had 
been a member of the Association twenty-one years, 
being elected in 1887, and it seemed somewhat fitting 
that he should be elected President at its coming of age 
period. He was not claiming for Mr. Muaro the title 
to be elected President solely because he had been a 
member so long, but because he deserved it and was 
entitled to the position of merit. There was very little 
doubt, knowing his reputation, that the duties of office 
would be discharged with ability. 

Mr. Taylor, in seconding the proposition, endorsed 
all that Mr. Faulkner had said. He had known Mr. 
Munro many years and his interest in the profession 
could not be excelled by anyone. 

Mr. Munro was duly elected. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Stent moved that* Mr. SHARE- 
Jones and Mr. Lioyp be elected Vice-Presidents.— Mr. 
Faulkner seconded, and it wascarried. Mr. STENT re- 
mains ex-officio. 

Treasurer.—Mr. PACKMAN was relected, on the pro- 
posal of Mr. Faulkner, seconded by Mr. Hopkins. 


Secretary.—Mr. Steel proposed that Mr. G. H. Locke 
be re-elected. The work was done in a very capable 
manner.—Mr. Laithwood, in seconding, said the Associ- 
ation was greatly indebted to Mr. Locke.—Mr. Taylor 
and Mr. Hopkin also spoke in support, and it was 
carried unanimously. 

Auditors.—Messrs. FAULRNER and TAYLOR were 
elected. 

Council.—Mr. Laithwood proposed that the members 
of the Council be re-elected en bloc. Mr. Gubbins 
seconded, and it was carried. 

Mr. Taytor submitted a specimen of Ascaris 
Marginata. This was in a bull puppy, six weeks old, 
brought to him dead by the owner who was anxious to 
know the cause of death, it being the last survivor of a 
litter. He found the mass of Acaris marginata sub- 
mitted, and said the interesting fact was how quickly 
they multiplied. In the present case there was direct 
introduction and no intermediary host. The question 
was how did the original ova get into the digestive 
tract. 

Mr. Taytor also gave a history of a case of 
Actinomycosis occurring in his practice. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME was of opinion that this latter 
disease was more common in human beings than was 
known. He had seena case at Bristol in a man who 
was in the habit of chewing hay or straw, and who, in 
all probability, had thus got the infection. 

Mr. Taytor begged to move a vote of thanks to the 
President and officers for the able manner in which they 
had conducted the business of the Association during 
the past twelve months. The President deserved their 
special thanks for, after having taken the position prac- 
tically as an emergency man, he had devoted so much 
energy to the success of the meetings. 

Mr. Hopktn, in seconding, said the officers had done 
admirably. 

Mr. Srent returned thanks. It had been an easy task, 
and he hoped to take the same interest in the Society in 
the future as in the past. 

Mr. FAULKNER proposed, and Mr. Locke seconded, 
that there be an annual dinner, and that the arrange- 
ments be left to the Council. This was adopted. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly meeting was held at Marischal Col- 
lege, Aberdeen, on Saturday, Jan. 30. Mr. D. Morrison, 
New Deer, President, occupied the chair. There were 
present : Messrs. Anderson, Keith ;] Bell, Fraserburgh ; 
Beattie, Longside ; Crabb, Aberdour; Howie, Hon. 
Sec., Alford; Marshall, Aberdeen ; Niven, Kintore ; 
McPherson, Huntly ; McGregor, Old Deer; McVean, 
Craigellachie ; Skinner, Old Meldrum. 

Apologies were read from Messrs. Peddie, Gunn, and 
Thomson. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted the circular letter from the 
Secretary of the Eastern Counties V.M.S. forwarding a 
copy of of the resolution on the employment of un- 
qualified assistants The views of the Society in the 
matter were invited. 

The Hon. Src. remarked that the employment of un- 
qualified assistants did not apply to them, and the letter 
was allowed to lie on the table. 

The Hon. Sec. of the Royal Counties V.M.A. wrote 
asking the opinion of the Society on the resolution 
adopted by them concerning the sale of veterinary instru- 
ments to persons other than members of the profession. 

Mr. BeaTrie thought it was impossible to put any 
check on the sale of instruments to any party. That 
was not within their realm at all. 
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The Hon. Sec. said that what was suggested was that 
veterinary surgeons should boycott firms who sold in- 
struments to those outside the profession, and to give 
their patronage to the firms who only supplied the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. MacPHERSON thought it would be a difficult 
thing to take any practical steps in the matter. 

Mr. ANDERSON thought there was very little to com- 
plain about. 

The Hon. Sec. was instructed to reply that the Society 
pate with the resolution, but that the 


was in sympa’ 
ained of did not do much harm particularly 


system com 
in the north. 

A letter was read from Mr. A. Gofton, Edinburgh, 
enclosing the following resolution passed at a meeting 
of the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Society: 
“That this Society is in favour of the principle of the 
amalgamation of veterinary societies, and thata circular 
letter be sent to the veterinary societies in the United 
Kingdom asking for an expression of their views.” 

There was also submitted a synopsis of the proposed 
scheme from which it appeared that there would 
one British Veterinary Association with territorially 
defined branches throughout the United Kingdom, and 
if practicable also in the British possessions. The 
branches would contain divisions. The divisions would 
be very similar to the present Veterinary Societies. For 
example, the Scottish branch might consist of Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen. Each division would 
be self-governing. It was also pointed out that one 
of the chief advantages of the scheme would be that 
the voice of the Association would claim to be the voice 
of the whole profession, and would thus have greater 
influence over Parliamentary, municipal, and other 
bodies. In short, it would be able to exert a powerful 
influence in all matters affecting the profession. 

Mr. MAcPHERSON said he did not think but that the 
principle of the scheme was sound, and that if rightly 
organised would be for the good of the whole profession. 
Questions affecting the profession would be far better 
— if there were a representive Council at head of 
affairs. 

Mr. ANDERSON moved, and Mr. Crabb seconded, that 
they approve of the principle of the scheme, and this 
was ttnanimously agreed to. 


THe AMENDMENT BILL. 


The Secretary stated that he had been asked by 
Professor Gofton, Edinburgh, to obtain the views of the 
Society on the question of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act Amendment Bill. Mr. Howie said he had no doubt 
that they had all read with a great deal of interest the 
report of the last meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. They would have fur- 
ther observed that the Bill had been so mutilated that 
all that remained now only amounted to a demand for a 
guinea. Even the objectionable penal clause was re- 
moved. Nodoubt this was due to the pressure brought 
to bear on the Council by the Scottish Committees and 
others which were formed to oppose the scheme, toge- 
ther with their own Society’s humble quota of opposi- 
tion, and the Bill as it first came before them did not 
now exist. It was merely a question of finance, and he 
thought they would all agree that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons did want money, though he did not 
yet admit that they had shown a case for getting their 
Income doubled or even trebled. All the same they 
wanted the College to have plenty of money in order to 
protect their interests in Parliament and otherwise 
whenever they saw their rights being infringed. But he 
did not think the College had shown a case for the 
whole guinea, and personally he was inclined to allow 
the opposition to drop, provided the Council would 


insert t ie two werds “ not exceeding ” before the words 
“one guinea.” The guinea might supply them with too 


much in time, and they would get so much funds that 
they would not know what to do with them. Then the 
Privy Council wanted to put its veto on the spending 
of the money by the Royal College. That was to say 
that money could not be spent without approval by the 
Privy Council. In order that this money might be 
spent the Royal College would have to form new bye- 
laws, and it would be well for Scottish members at the 
next election to keep this in mind and to bring forward 
Scottish candidates who would support their views in 
regard to the spending of the money. 

Mr. Beattie thought there should be a different 
method of obtaining the registration fee, and he moved 
that the opposition to the Bill be continued until the 
Council were compelled to drop the measure altogether. 

Mr. Crabs seconded because he did not believe the 
Bill would be of any use in its present form. 

Mr. MacpHERSON moved that their opposition to the 
Bill be dropped. He had been in favour of the Bill all 
along. It was quite evident that the work of the Coun- 
cil could not be carried on without funds, and if the 


be| Council could get the money they needed he had no 


doubt they would spend it for the good of the profession 
in general. As to the penal clause, a guinea was not an 
extraordinary sum, and if they paid it they would be 
ultimately the better for it. 

Mr. ANDERSON, in seconding, said that if they could 
trust the Council in every other matter regarding the 
profession they could surely trust them as to spending 


the money. If they did anything wrong they had an 
opportunity to elect new men at the annual election. 

On a division, Mr. Macpherson’s amendment was 
carried. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. D. Morrison, New Deer. 


Mr. Morrison thanked the members for the honour 
they had done him in electing him their president, and 
hoped that he would be able to fill the position as well 
as those who had gone before him. 

After referring briefly to the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
Amendment Bill and to the scientific advances made by 
the profession within the last generation, he stated that 
he would like to make a few remarks on _ influenza. 
Not that he could throw any fresh light on the subject, 
but from a desire for further enlightenment. Influenza 
had been very prevalent in his district lately, and some 
of the cases had rather unusual sequel. 

After defining the disease he mentioned one or two 
interesting cases he had attended: (1). He found his 
were a four year old Clydesdale gelding, in stable 

reathing hurriedly. Pulse 70, Temperature 107F. 
Mucous membranes a dirty dark red. Exaggerated 
vesicular sounds in lungs, tumultuous beating of heart, 
violent coughing, colicy pains—bowels regular. Would 
eat a litle food but seemed pained afterwards. He 
applied the usual remedies and promised to see him the 
following day, but was sent for early in the morning. 
He found the patient down and unable to rise. After 
some trouble he got him slung, but patient was hardly 
able to stand ; seemed to be partially paralysed. He 
next ordered nutriment and stimulating drinks and a 
continuation of the medicinal treatment. 

The case made ultimately a good recovery but after 
being put to work he developed a very severe lameness 
on off hind leg, evidently at fetlock. After fomentations 
and stimulating liniments for a few days the horse was 
sent to work again, but six weeks later he went lame on 
near fore leg with same ailment. After the same treat- 
ment the patient was able for work in ten days and has 
remained sound ever since. 

He related other cases with similar terminations, and 
drew attention to the fact that in each case the com- 
mencement was influenza of one form or other, and the 
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termination was lameness of—in his opinion—a rheu- 
matic nature. He thanked the members for their 
attentive hearing, and solicited their experience of such 
cases. 


In the course of a general discussion which followed 
es was expressed of the President’s address. 

r. MARSHALL said they had a quite a number of 
influenza cases in Aberdeen presented in a variety of 
forms. It was not uncommon for influenza to be 
ushered in with colicy puins, but if the doctor was 
called in in time there were not so many deaths. He 
attributed colicy pains to liver trouble, and lameness, 
due to rhuematism, often occurred in the convalescent 
stage and was often difficult to treat. 

Mr. ANDERSON said he had very little experience of 
influenza. It seldom came to Banffshire and the cases 
that did occur were seldom severe. He had found 
lameness most difficult to get rid of. The only cases of 
influenza were among horses from the cities, and they 
recovered very rapidly in the country. 

Mr. NIVEN said his experience had been that recovery 
was made quicker by fomentations than by blistering. 
He had not had much experience of lameness after 
influenza. 

Mr. MacPHERSON said he had had a good deal to do 
with influenza which had always manifested itself in | 
catarrhal form, though it was not a very virulent thing. | 
He had not had a single case of lameness, and there had | 
been no fatal cases in his district. 

Mr. M‘VEAN said he had had several cases of influenza | 
which appeared in catarrbal form, but none of them had 
been serious. 

Mr. BEATTIE said it was a very interesting trouble, 
and there had been a good many cases in the Peterhead 
district. One client got about a score of horses 
periodically from London, and they invariably brought 
some type of influenza along with them. Some of the 
cases were complicated—enteric or pneumonia—-and the 
animals invariably refused to lie. They got wearied 
ost, and in very bad cases he had had to have them 
slung. 

Mr. Howtre said it was usually types of catarrhal 
colds and strangles he had had to deal with. He had 
a case at present which began with the usual type of 
cough, and there were no symptoms of lung trouble. 
There was swelling of the udder, which spread along 
the abdomen until the bank of swelling was half a foot 
deep. The swelling was now away, but the cough re- 
mained. He wondered whether it was a type of influ- 
enza. The rest of the horses in the stable had con- 
tracted cold more or less. There was no evidence of 
heart trouble. 

Mr. BELL said that in eases he had had the horses got 
more stiff than lame. There was an increased tem- 
perature and rapid breathing, which continued for some 
time, and was very difficult to treat. 

After a vote of thanks to the President the meeting 
dispersed. 


Tue INCREASED PREVALENCE OF ENTERIC FEVER 
AMONGST MounTED TROOPS AS COMPARED WITH 
INFANTRY IN INDIA. 


Munson has pointed out the much greater preva- 
lence of enteric fever amongst the cavalry as com- 
pared with the infantry in the United States Army. | 
Amongst British troops serving in India the difference 
of prevalence of enteric fever in the different arms of 
the Service is very marked, and opens up a subject 
well worthy of careful investigation. For the period | 


1895 to 1907 inclusive, the admission rates per 1000 of 
strength work out as follows: infantry, 20°3; cavalry, | 


| fever in India. 


| 37°6 ; and artillery (Royal Horse Artillery and Royal 


Field Artillery), 24°9. 

It is suggested that the increased prevalence for 
enteric fever from which the mounted troops suffer 
in India is in some way due to the animals with 
which they are brought into daily contact. These 
animals are chiefly horses, of course, but mules, bullocks, 
and elephants are also met with to a very much less 
extent. Although it has not been proved that any of 
the above classes of animals suffer from enteric fever 
or that the disease can be experimentally produced 
in them by inoculation, yet it has been stated that 
certain other animals may in rare instances suffer from 
a disease indistinguishable clinically and pathologically 
from enteric fever, such as rabbits and white rats. As 
the water supplies used by mounted troops for their 
animals is often, if not always, liable to pollution, and 
as it is believed that enteric fever bacilli can pass living 
and unchanged through their intestines, or perha 
even multiply and become more virulent, a very wide 
field of infection to man by means of infected stable 
litter, flies, soil, dust, and water is opened. It is sug- 
gested that research on these lines would prove of im- 
mense benefit, not only in determining the reason w* 
mounted troops suffer more prominently from the 
disease than dismounted men, but also would help to 
clear up our knowledge of the cause generally of enteric 
McCulloch has already made similar 
suggestions in advocating research on these lines. He 
says: “The same purity of water supply for watering 
animals is not insisted on as is the case in the drinking 
supplies for human beings.” (a) Is it possible that, 
while having no pathogenic influence on the animal, 
typhoid bacilli may sometimes be passed throngh its 
body in an active condition, and so infect stable litter, 
the ground of stables, horse and cattle lines, etc.? (6) 
Or is it that the men are more in the way of tempta- 
tion to drink unsterilised water to assuage the pressing 
calls of tropical thirst than is the case with the infantry 
soldier ? 

The question of the increased prevalence of enteric 
fever amongst mounted troops as compared with infantry 
has been observed in some stations in India for some 
years back. For instance, at Mhow the same cavalry 
regiment occupied the cavalry barracks from 1898 to 
1901 and it was noted that with unfailing regularity 
enteric fever was annually more prevalent in this regi- 
ment than in an infantry regiment at the same station, 
notwithstanding that the water, milk, and food supplies 
were the same for the whole garrison, the only marked 
differences in the surroundings of the two barracks 
being that the cavalry barracks were nearer the bazaar 
and also that there was a native village in the vicinity. 
In 1904 at the same station (Mhow) the comparatively 
heavier incidence of enteric fever in the Royal Horse 
Artillery and 10th Royal Hussars, as compared with 
the infantry, is noted, and it was thought that this 
increased prevalence amongst mounted troops would 
seem to point to the fact that either : (a) there is some 
connection between horses and enteric fever ; or (4) that 
the comparatively harder work of the mounted branches 
is acontributory agent ; or (c) that the larger number 
of natives employed by a mounted corps opens the way 


/to more sae pe infection ; or (d) that the number of 


animals in the neighbourhood of barracks foul and in- 
fect the ground and atmosphere. With reference to (d) 
it may be stated that evidence is not wanting to prove 
the fact that horses foul and infect the ground in the 
vicinity of barracks and that of their lines and riding 
schools in particular. The following circumstances may 
be mentioned in connection with riding schools and 
dust derived from polluted soil. At Ambala in the 
month of April, 1904, it was brought to notice that the 
we of the enteric cases admitted to hospital were 
going through a course of equitation, and the men com- 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


j Foot- Glanders | Rabies. |... 
Anthrax. | and-Monuth | (including Cases eepi Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- |] Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- |. Out Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks) mals. mals. /breaks| mals. Dogs. | Other breaks. 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Jan. 30} 30 | 36] 25 27 | 198 
1908 29 | 382 12 44 77 23 136 
Corresponding week in 1967 17 20 16 70 31 27 188 
15] 37 29 23 82 
Total for 5 weeks, #9 | 139 | 181 | 49 105 190} 159 | 1043 
ims .. | 200! 84 292 291] 155 | 672 
din riod in 1907 .. ss | lll? 96 220 176 174 795 
{108 84 127-228 125} 96 | 392 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Parasitic Mange. 
Feb. 2, Outbreaks. 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 23] .. | | 4 os 
‘ 1 33 7 233 
Corresponding Week in | 1907 .. oe ~~ | ° 5 10 5 138 
Total for 4 weeks, 1909 1 1 | 9 72 3 12 oy 
1908 3 82 4 307 
Correspondin riod i 1967 15 49 16 221 
iiitiaaaeamaaal [ies 1 4 2 62 1 14 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction forIreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan 27, 1909 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Irfection 


plained very much of the clouds of dust in the riding 
school, many attributing their disease to this cause. 
On representation, the officer commanding the 12th 
Lancers selected the open maidan (country) for the pur- 
pose, thus mitigating the dust nuisance to a very 
greatextent. The result was most favourable, few cases 
occurring after this experiment. The source from 
which the soil in the riding school was obtained could | 
not be definitely ascertained but it was most probably 
infected.— The Sonat. 


Swine Fever in Suffolk. 


The quarterly meeting of the Executive Committee 
under the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, was held at 
the County Hall, Ipswich, under the presidency of Mr. 
O. D. Johnson. 

The question of an outbreak of swine fever was first 
discussed, in connection with which Mr. Carter attended 
from the Board of Agriculture. That gentleman said 
he had been instructed by his Department to bring to 
the notice of the local authurity matters arising out of 
the outbreak of the disease at Flint Hall, Creeting St. 
Peter, which was in the occupation of Mr. Thos. Edwin 
Stearn, of Stowupland. The outbreak was discovered 
by the Board’s veterinary inspector on December 7th, 
and during the course of inquiry, on December 11th, by 
the Board’s lay inspector, it was discovered that un 
thrifty pigs had been quartered on various parts of the 
premises. The Board’s Inspector interviewed the Local 
Authority’s Veterinary Inspector, Mr. Godbold, who 
said he was aware of sickness among Mr. Stearn’s pigs, 
and of several cases of swine being unhealthy at other 

laces around Stowmarket. When asked to give the 
Board's 


Inspector further particulars, so that inquiries 


could be made, Mr. Godbold declined, saying he would 
do nothing to assist the Board, unless it was made worth 
his while. He submitted, on behalf of the Board, that 
it was obligatory on the part of the Local Authority’s 
Inspector to report any illness amongst swine which 
might be suspicions or likely to develop into a disease 
scheduled under the Diseases of Animals Act. He con- 
tended that the question of personal relationship and 

rsonal interest should not enter into the question. 
ft was clear the Local Authority’s Inspector had taken a 
wrong view of his duties. 

Mr. Godbold, veterinary surgeon, of Stowmarket, who 
was invited to attend the Committee’s meeting, in view 
of what had been said against him, intimated that he 
desired to point out that his appointment carried no 
salary with it, and he was only remunerated for any 
work he did in connection with any case in regard to 
which he received special instructions from the Local 
Authority. If he was to do as the representative from 
the Board of Agriculture claimed he ought to do, then 
he wonld be fulfilling the réle of common informer of 
swine fever, and moreover would be called upon to in- 
form against those who were his clients. There was a 
time when he received the assistance of the Board of 
Agriculture, and when he used to be paid in respect of 
the position he held ; now he received nothing, and it 
was in reality an honorary position. What he told the 
Inspector in December he would repeat that day in 
public—there were in the district around Stowmarket 

lenty of unhealthy pigs, but it could not be expected 
fre was going to give information about them, particu- 
larly as some of his clients were concerned. If he 
earned no more than he received as Veterinary Inspector 
to the Local Authority he would be wanting bread. 
Could the Board therefore expect him to assist in find- 
ing out cases of swine fever! He was ready to assist 
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the Board if they would assist him, but he could not 
work for notking. So far from the Board of Agricul- 
ture’s Inspector discovering the case of swine fever at 
Buxhall in September, he should like to state the dis- 
covery was made by himself. Moreover, six weeks be- 
fore that outbreak occurred one of the Board’s inspec- 
tors certified the farm was perfectly free from disease, 
and all the pigs healthy. If the pigs had been so un- 
thrifty as was now made out surely it would have been 
noticed then. He failed to see what he could do. 

The Chairman, replying to Mr. S. T. Harwood, who 
questioned as to the terms of Mr. Godbold’s appoint- 
ment, said he should imagine there were no conditions 
except that he secured so much per case that he attended 
on behalf of the Authority. He received no standing 
fee, but in spite of that it was asserted by the Board of 
Agriculture’s representative that Mr. Godbold having 
attended premises where pigs were unhealthy he ought 
to have known they were suffering from swine fever, and 
should have reported the fact. But Mr. Godbold 
claimed he could not take up the position of public in- 
former. He failed to see that they could censure Mr. 
Godbold ; but as a farmer he should like to say he 
would be thankful to have Mr. Godbold tell him whether 
swine fever existed among his pigs. He was afraid they 
could not expect veterinary inspectors, who only 
received fees in respect of special cases that they were 
asked to see after, to make the reports suggested by Mr. 
Carter. (Hear, hear.) They could advise their clients 
who, at the risk of penalties, were bound to declare the 
existence of any disease. 

Mr. Brame, with Mr. Godbold in the 
difficult pesition in which he was placed, said in reply 
to an interruption by Mr. Carter, that many an un- 
7 pig did not suffer from swine fever. (Hear, 


ear. 

Mr. R. H. Cook remarked that the question as to 
whether the veterinary surgeon informed the owner that 
the pigs were suffering from swine fever was nothing to 
do with the Committee. The onus of declaring the 
disease devolved upon the owner. It seemed too, there 
was no duty on the part of their veterinary inspectors to 
report haphazard what they saw ; all that was required 
of them was to attend to cases upon which they received 
special instructions. 

The Chairman agreed that it was not the local veteri- 
nary inspector’s business to go about making reports. 

r.J. C. Gostling said the existence of swine fever 
around Stowmarket was a most serious thing for the 
town. 

The Chairman thought it would have been foolish of 
Mr. Godbold if he had not acquainted Mr. Stearn of 
the disease that existed on his premises. 

uestioned on this point by the Chairman, Mr. 
Godbold said it was through what he told Mr. Stearn 
that the report of an outcreak at Buxhall was made. 
On the 5th of Octoger he operated on a number of 
other pigs at Flint Hall, and another adjoining farm of 
Mr. Stearn’s. They were then perfectly healthy, and 
since then he had not seen them. Mr. Godbold then 
declared there were plenty of pigs in the district which 
he believed were suffering from swine fever, but he 
should not state where, because some of the owners 
concerned were elients of his; he added, however, he 
advised them that their swine were suffering from fever. 
Touchlng upon another matter, Mr. Godbold said he 
thought it very unkind of the Board of Agriculture 
deputy veterinary surgeons who were in competition 
with him at Ipswich and Bury St. Edmund’s, to super- 
vise cases which he had reported. In this way he 
had lost customers. He had no objection to the 
Board sending inspectors from London, but he did 
suggest it was most unfair of them sending to his 
clients those who were in competition with him in 
business. 


The Chairman said the Committee fully appreciated 
Mr. Godbold’s position. Practising as a veterinary sur- 
eon, he had a duty to his clients, but when he thought 
= saw animals ee from swine fever, he would do 
himself or his client no harm if he acquainted them 
with the fact. His clients would then be very unreason- 
able if they did not act on his advice. 
The Clerk (Mr. A. Cobbold) said they would be com- 
mitting an offence against the Act if they did not make 
a report.—Hast Anglian Daily Times. 


The Board of Agriculture and Swine Fever. 
To the Editor of The Times. 


Sir,—In reference to the recent letters of Sir William 
Collins and “ M.D.” in regard to the policy of the Board 
of Agriculture towards the question of swine fever, may 
I be permitted to draw attention to a further action of 
that body which is, I venture to think, still more 
opposed to the public interest ? 

leaflet No. 188 of the Board, which bears the titie 
“ Fumigation with Hydrocyanic Acid Gas,” the destruc- 
tion of insect pests by that method is advocated. 
Against the efficiency of the process to this end I have 
not one word to say ; the only objection to its use is that 
it is likely to prove almost equally destructive, or at least 
highly dangerous, not only to those who may be called 
upon to carry it into execution, but to those who may 
chance to enter a greenhouse so treated at an insufficient 
interval after the process of fumigation. 

The quantities recommended as a standard for use are 
as follows :—Potassium cyanide one part, sulphuric acid 
one anda half parts, and water three and three-quarter 
— The quantity of hydrocyanic acid recommended 

or use by the Board is that generated from one ounce 


of potassium cyanide for 200 to 500 cubic feet of space. 
j oom hydrocyanicum, according to the British 
Pharmacopeeia, is a 2 per cent. solution of hydrocyanic 
acid, the medicinal dose being two to six minims. Hiise- 
mann says :— 
“The minimum of anhydrous (100 oy cent.) prussic 
a 


acid, which will cause death in small mammals (in 
guinea-pigs one minute, in rabbits three seconds’ inhala- 
tion of the vapours of anhydrous prussic acid) is so small 
that a quantitative estimation is impossible ; certainly 
it is less than one-thousandth of a milligramme for 
guinea-pigs. For man 0°04 to 0°045 gramme (about 0°6 
to 0°7 grain) can be fatal.” 

Now one ounce of potassium cyanide equals 180 grains 
of hydrocyanic acid, which is soluble in all proportions 
of water at the temperature of the greenhouse (50deg. to 
60deg. F.). We thus have a Government Department 
recommending for general use a process the carrying out 
of which would be an extremely dangerous operation 
even for the most skilled worker. That the Board is not 
unaware of the danger of the process they recommend 
is obvious from the warnings contained in the leaflet. 
It is true the latter says :—“ The work should be done by 
a careful and skilled operator, for the cyanide and its 
fumes are very poisonous and dangerous to human and 
animal life.” After fumigation, we are told, the win- 
dows should be opened from outside, and no one should 
enter until an hour has elapsed. These warnings are 
entirely appropriate, but, in view of the fact that a foot- 
note expressly requests the wide distribution of the 
leaflet, there is no guarantee that the work will be carried 
out by “ careful and skilled operators,” much less that 
the conservatory will not be entered for an hour after 
fumigation. The effect of any one entering a closed 
chamber filled with the fumes of hydrocyanie acid gas 
requires no elaboration, while even after the lapse of the 
prescribed time all wet petals and leaves of the plants 
would retain the poison and constitute a serious danger, 
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particularly to young children who might happen to 
touch them with the nose or lips. 

Both the correspondents to whom I have alluded 
complain of the complacent attitude of the Board of 
Agriculture towards its own actions, and, without being 
in any way interested in the subject with which they 
were dealing, may I be allowed to say that, to judge 
from the instructions of the Board as regards the subject 
of this letter, this is not matter for surprise.—I am, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

W. Lauzun-Brown, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. (Edin.) 
Anesthetist, St. John’s Hospital, Leicester Square, &c. 


Anthrax at Poynings, Sussex. 


George S. C. Cuttress, farmer, was summoned at the 
Hove County Bench for contravening an order dated 
1899 of the Board of Agriculture, by having in his 

ssion at Dyke Farm, Poynings, on 12th ult.,a bul- 
ock affected with, or suspected of, anthrax, and failing 
to give notice to the police. 

Mr. Lawson Lewis appeared in support of the prose- 
cution, and Mr. F. W. A. Cushman represented defen- 
dant, who pleaded not guilty. 

William West, head huntsman at the Kennels, Pye- 
eombe, said that about 6 p.m. on the 18th December, he 
received a message from one of the defendant’s men, 
and in consequence sent a man to Dyke Farm very early 
in the morning. Later in the day (19th December), Mr. 
Taylor, veterinary surgeon, called at the Kennels. Subse- 
quently, at 6.56 p.m., witness wired to defendant, “ Bul- 
lock got anthrax. What shall I do with it?” 

Morgan Bowen, of the Kennels, Pyecombe, testified to 
the conveyance of the carcase of the bullock from the 
defendant’s farm to the flesh-yard at the Kennels on the 
19th December. One of the defendant’s men came with 
the carcase to the Kennels. The carcase reached the 
Kennels at 10 a.m., and witness and another man pro- 
ceeded to skin it The operations were immediately 
stopped after Mr. Taylor, a veterinary surgeon, had seen 
the carcase. 

Mr. Henry Taylor, a veterinary surgeon, of Hayward’s 
Heath, said he was visiting at the Kennels, and noticed 
the carcase in the flesh-yard. After a casual inspection 
he told the men that he was not at all convinced that it 
was not a case of anthrax. 

Supt. Dalmon stated that about 10 p.m. on 19th 
December defendant called at the Patcham Police 
Station, and produced the telegram referred to by a 

revious witness. Witness asked him what it meant. 

fendant replied, “I had no idea the animal was 
diseased, or I should certainly not have moved it to the 
Kennels. It died suddenly on my farm at Poynings 
about three o’clock yesterday. Now the thing is what 
is best to be done?” Witness told him that he could 
not do anything that night, except to tell Mr. West at 
the Kennels to make the carcase secure, and he (Supt. 
Dalmon) would go with the veterinary surgeon at day- 
light to inspect it. Next morning he went to the Ken- 
nels with Mr. Burt, veterinary surgeon, and Mr. Burt 
certified that the animal had suffered from anthrax. 
Every part of the carcase was cremated that day, and 
there was a complete disinfection of the premises. The 
defendant rendered witness every assistance possible ; 
he could not have done more. Witness testified as to the 
publication of notices. 

Mr. Walter Burt, veterinary inspector for the local 
authority of the district, said the animal had suffered 
from anthrax. The sudden death of the animal ought 
to have made the owner suspicious. 

By Mr. Cushman: Witness had hardly ever heard of 
an animal dying suddenly with indigestion. 

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Burt said the last case 
of anthrax brought to his notice in the district was 
about 10 years ago. 


P.C. Pennell deposed that since 17th December he had 
not received notice from the defendant as to any animal 
on his farm being diseased, or suspected of disease. 

P.C. Geall gave formal evidence as to serving defen- 
dant in March, 1907, with a leaflet of the Board of Agri- 
culture relating to anthrax. 

In the witness-box, defendant declared that he had 
never known a case of anthrax in the district. Person- 
ally, he did not know much about the death of the par- 
ticular bullock. The bullock was born on the farm 
about 24 years ago, and bred there. Witness was alsoa 
brewer, and left a good deal of the work on the farm to 
his foreman. When informed of the death of the bul- 
lock, he thought that it had been overfed. He told his 
man to ask the people at the Kennels if they would take 
it away. He did not see the carcase at the farm. The 
telegram referred to contained the first suggestion that 
it was a suspected case of anthrax. 

. cross-examination said the animal was fed on 
“ e,” 

George Mitchell, foreman to the defendant, said he 
had been on farm work all his lifetime, and never knew 
a case of anthrax. He said there was nothing in the 
condition of the animal to suggest to him that it died 
from anthrax. He thought the cause of death might 
have been overfeeding. He had treated the animal with 
medicine for indigestion. 

The Chairman said that this was the first case of the 
kind the Bench had had before them. Defendant 
would be fined 40s. and costs, £4 Os. 3d. The Bench 
complimented Mr. Taylor tor his action in the matter. 
—Susser Daily News. 


The National Tuberculosis Conference, 
February, 1909. 


The National Tuberculosis Conference and Exhibition 
to be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, on February 
16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th will be the occasion of a large 
gathering of experts and representative laymen. The 
Conference is under the distinguished patronage of Her 
Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen, whose work in 
Ireland for the prevention of consumption has been the 
most marked feature of the present vice-royalty in 
Dublin. The Conference in London is to be opened on 
suecessive days by Lord Carrington, President of the 
Board of Agriculture, Lord Kinnaird, the Lord Mayor 
and the Mayor of Westminster. Two general sections 
chiefly devoted to the purely medical aspect will include 
lectures and discussions on Communicability, Diagnosis, 
Prognosis, Prevention, and the various methods of 
Treatment, including Surgical, Tuberculin, and “X” 
Ray Diagnosis of Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Other sec- 
tions will deal with the Milk Problem, Meat Infection, 
Sanatoria—private and municipal, nursing, school life, 
and buildings, breathing, ete. ete. 

A very complete Veterinary Section, with practical 
demonstrations will be a special feature of the Confer- 
ence. There will be an exhibition of models, plans, 
diagrams, and photographs of all sorts of sanatoria, as 
also of various food stuffs, disinfectants, wearing apparel 
and drugs. 

All further information and cards of admission may 
be obtained from the Secretary, 12 Cavendish Mansions, 
Portland Place, W., enclosing stamped addressed 
envelope. 

On the list of General Advisory Committee we note 
among others : 

F. Hoppay, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E., late Professor of 
Hygiene, Royal Veterinary College, London. 

J. Kina, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Officer, Metro- 
politan Cattle Market. 

J.S. Luoyp, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., President Associa- 
tion Veterinary Officers of Health. 
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A. E. Merram, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Principal Royal 
Veterinary College, Ireland. 
Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary 
Officer to the Board of Agriculture. 
Gero. H. Wootprirce, F.R.C.V.S., Professor Hygiene 
at Royal Veterinary College, London. 
T. J. Davis, 
Hon. Sec. Veterinary Section. 


or Lectures, Erc. 


1.—The Treatment of Laryngeal Tuberculosis, by Harold 
Barwell, M.B., Surgeon, Mount Verncn Hospital for 
Consumption. 

2.—The Treatment of Tuberculosis, by George A. Crace- 
Calvert, M.B. 

3.—Meat as a Source of Infection, by A. R. Littlejohn, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.V.S., D.P.H. Chairman: 
Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.V.S. 

4.—*X’' Ray Diagnosis of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, by 
G. Harrison Orton, M.A. (Cantab.), M.D. Chairman : 
Wm. Bernard Knobel, M.D., M.A. 

5.—Modern Method of Treatment of Tuberculosis of the 
Skin. by J. H. Sequera, M_D., F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. 

6.—Breathing and Development of the Vocal Organs for 
the Prevention of Consumption, by Madame San Caralo, 
L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M. Chairman: W. P. T. Daniel, 
M.R.C.8., D.P.H., M.O. 

7.—Open Air Schools (Lantern Lecture with Models), by 
Dr. Frederick Rose, Ed=cational Advisers’ Department, 
— County Council. Chairman; T.N. Kelynack, 

8.—Suggested Measures for the Prevention of Tubercular 
Infection from Animals to Man., by J. 8. Lloyd, 
F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Veterinary Officer for the City 
of Sheffield. Chairman: Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.V.S. 

9.—A Short Account of a Successful Self-supporting Sana- 
torium for the Working Classes, by William Robinson, 
M.D., Chairman of the Society for the Prevention and 
the Cure of Consumption, Durham. Chairman : 
James O'Grady. 

10—The Problem of Dealing with Surgical Tuberculosis in 
Large Towus, by A. H. Tubby, M.B., M.S., Consulting 
Surgeon, Children’s Hospital Hip Diseases, Sevenoaks, 
Consulting Surgeon, Eveiina Hospital for Sick Children. 
Chairman: James Berry, F.R.C.5, 

11—The Prevention of Tuberculosis, by Charles A. Hill, 
M.A., M.S., D.P.H., Honorary Physician, Liverpool 
Hospital for Consumption. 

12—Milk as a Source of Infection, by H. A. Woodruff, 
M.R.C.V.S., Professor of Veterinary Medicine, Royal 
Veterinary College, London. Chairman: Stewart Stock- 
man, M.R.C.V.S. 

13—The Construction of Chalets for the Consumptive 
Poor, by Dr. Foster Owen. 

14—The Use of Tuberculin in the Treatment of Tubercu- 
losis, by H. H. Clarke, M.A., M.B. Honorary Physician, 
Liverpool Hospital for Consumption. 

15—Methods of Early Diagnosis in Consumption, by 
Charles E. P. Forsyth, M.B., M.R.C.P., Honorary 
Physician, Liverpool Hospital for Consumption. 

16—Home Trestment and Nursing of Pulmonary Tubercu- 
losis in Dublin, by Sir William J. Thompson, M.D. Hon. 
Sec. Dublin Hospital Tuberculosis Committee. 

17—On Treatment with Icthyol, by Wm. Odell, M.D., 
F.R.C.8., Honorary Physician Western Hospital Incip. 
Consumption, Torquay. 

18—The Ventilation of Work Places and Places of Public 
Assembly, by A. Ranseme, M.D., M.A., Honorary Con- 
sulting Physician Manchester Hospital for Consumption. 

19—Tuberculosis and the Poor Law, by F. 8 Toogood, 
M.D., Medical Superintendent of Lewisham Infirmary. 
Chairman: Rev. J. C. Morris, M.A. 

20—Some Short Notes on the Communicability of Con- 
sumption, by Miss Jane Walker, M.D., Medical Superin- 
tendent East Anglian and Maltinge Farm Sanatoria. 

Others will also read papers. 


The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, 


The third interim report of the Royal Commission 
appointed to inquire into the relations of human and 
animal tuberculosis has been issued as a Biue-book [Cd. 
4483]. The Commission is composed of Sir W. H, 
Power (who has succeeded the late Sir Michael Foster 
as chairman), Professor G. Sims Woodhead, Professor 
a Martin, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, and Sir Rubert 

oyce, 

n the report which is now issued the Commissioners 
state :— 

“Tuberculosis involving the udder is com ratively 
common in cows, and in such cases their milk always 
contains tubercle bacilli and_ is therefore dangerous for 
human beings consuming it. It was, however, undecided 
what is the danger, if any, attaching to the milk of 
tuberculous cows in which the udder presents no evi- 
dence of disease. We therefore took the opportunity of 
making a number of observations and experiments bear- 
ing on this point. The experiments were made with 
the milk of cows which had contracted the disease in 
the natural way. In natural tuberculosis in the cow 
cases which show such obvious symptoms of the disease 
as emaciation and cough should be considered separately 
from the cases in which there are no such signs and in 
which the disease is to be recognised during life only by 
means of the injection of tuberculin. 

None of the cows investigated showed any sign of 
disease of the udder during life, and in all, after slaugh- 
tering, the udder was carefully examined for tubercu- 
lous lesions and tubercle bacilli No tuberculosis was 
found except in one case in which one quarter of the 
udder showed four small nodules. These could not 
— have been detected during life. We found that 
the milk of the cows obviously suffering from tubercu- 
losis contained tubercle bacilli whether the milk was 
obtained in the ordinary way or was withdrawn from the 
teat by means of a sterilised catheter. The presence of 
tubercle bacilli in the milk of cows clinically recognisa- 
ble as tuberculous confirms the opinion we expressed in 
our second interim report that the milk of such cows 
must be considered dangerous for human beings. 

The experiments which we have carried out with re- 
gard to the infectivity of the faeces of tuberculous cows 
were dictated by knowledge of the fact that dirt of 
various kinds from cows and the cow-shed is almost con- 
stantly present in milk as it reaches the consumer. Cows 
suffering from extensive tuberculosis of the lungs must 
discharge considerable numbers of bacilli from the air 
passages in the act of coughing, and some of the bacilli 
thus expelled may find their way into the milk. But 
our experiments indicate that the excrement of cows 
obviously suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs or 
alimentary canal must be regarded as much more dan- 
gerous than the matter discharged from the mouth or 
nostrils. We have found that even in the case of cows 
with slight tuberculous lesions tubercle bacilli in small 
numbers are discharged in the fveces, while as regards 
cows clinically tuberculous our experiments show that 
the faeces contain large numbers of living and virulent 
tubercle bacilli. 

The presence of tubercnlous cows in company with 
healthy cows in the cowshed is therefore distinctly dan- 
gerous, as some of the tubercle bacilli which escape from 
their bodies in the excrement are almost certain to find 
their way into the milk.”—The Times. 


Mr. A. Seton Ming, M.R.C.V.S., has been appointed 
Municipal Veterinary Surgeon for the Municipality of 
Georgetown, British Guiana, South America, at a 


salary of £300 per annum with the right of private 


practice. 
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The Warranty Question. 


At the Joint Committee meeting held in London on 
6th ult., under the chairmanship of Lord Northbrook, 
no progress was made in the direction of a settlement 
owing to the agriculturist section again insisting upon 
the demand for a warranty being withdrawn as a condi- 
tion precedent to any other proposal being submitted. 
Mr. President Heap quietly snuffed out this arrogant 
flame by insisting that the proposals he and his col- 
leagues had come prepared to consider, should be sub- 
mitted without restriction or reservation of any kind. 
It was just as well that the atmosphere was cleared by 
this little outburst, as it subsequently became apparent 
that beyond recommending a partial contribution to 
local insurance funds, the agricultural members had 
nothing definite to propose. Althongh described as a 
“ proposal,” the second recommendation as to throwing 
the weight of the agriculturist influence in favour of 
legislation designed to ameliorate the existing laws, was 
a very transparent effort in the direction of making a 
virtue of necessity. Unless our agricultural friends ap- 
proach this matter in a totally different spirit, it is out 
of the question to anticipate an amicable settlement. 
Apparently they are still of opinion that it is fair and 
honest dealing to take a butcher’s money for an un- 
sound animal and to plead absence of warranty as a 
legal defence if a claim is made. On the other hand, 
they profess to offer their sympathetic co-operation in 
the attempt to secure amendment of existing laws, 
knowing full well that our traders have nearly ex- 
hausted every possible means to secure uniformity of 
meat inspection, and been rewarded by added regula- 
tions and restrictions that have directly diminished the 
demand for home-grown fat stock. Under these circum- 
stances, we consider the proposal made by the meat 
traders to withdraw the demand for a warranty in 
return for free insurance of stock until the law is 
altered, the most generous and equitable that could 
have been made, and inspired by a genuine desire to 
solve the difficulty on business-like lines. Needless to 
say, this suggestion was not accepted, and the Commit- 
tee separated, nothing being done. Evidently a wait- 
ing game suits the agriculturists, but it is possible to 
overdo it, and we know delays are dangerous. All 
through, our traders’ representatives have shown an ad- 
mirable conciliatory spirit, being the first to respond to 
the hint that a Conference might prove useful; the 
first to recognise that a postponement of the original date 
named for demanding a warranty would be an accept- 
able concession, and the first to extend same until the 
agriculturists had an opportunity of formulating their 
so-called proposals. Our traders again were the first to 


submit a definite line of settlement which practically | [ 


involved the temporary sacrifice of the essential princi- 
ple for which they are fighting—that is, the full war- 
ranty—feeling confident that if once a beginning was 
made, it would be recognised genera!ly as advantageous 
to all concerned.—M. 7’. J. 


Farmers and Butchers.—The Meat Warranty 
Question. 


Agriculturists and butchers met at the Whitehali 
Rooms, Hotel Metropole, on Wednesday afternoon to 
receive a report of six delegates from either side upon 
the question of a meat warranty. 

The report stated that the agriculturists submitted 
two proposals :—1. That while they must object under 
- conditions toa warranty, they recommended con- 
tributions to be made by vendors ef stock to local 
insurance funds ; 2. That all agricultural influence 
should be given to passing an Act amending the existin 


butchers now labour.” The butchers offered to with- 
draw the demand for a warranty if the agriculturists 
would pay the whole of the cost of insurance until the 
law was altered. The agricultnrists did not accept this, 
and the committee separated without coming to any 
agreement. 

Mr. W. H. Lander (Shropshire) said the agriculturists 
could not alter their terms, but the door would still be 
left open in the hope of securing peace. 

Mr. Heape, President of the Meat Traders’ Associa- 
tion, asserted that the offer made by the agriculturists, 
if it could be called an offer, did not touch the grievance 
at all. The opinions of the meat traders were enter- 
tained as strongly as ever, and a warranty would come 
in spite of present differences, 

Lord Northbrook, who presided, observed that it had 
been shown that the system, or want of system, of 
inspection was most unsatisfactory. There was no 
uniformity of inspection or standard, and in many cases 
the inspection was not carried out in a practical manner, 
while he believed it was wasteful, because perfectly good 
meat was sometimes condemned The law as to pro- 
secutions ought to be amended as to the giving of a 
warranty. While a warranty would not secure the 
trader immunity from prosecution, it would give him an 
oppor unity of showing his bona sides. The conference, 
however, has left matters as they were, continued Lord 
Northbrook, and the question would have to be settled 
locally in accordance with local customs. 

Thanks were given to Lord Northbrook for presiding, 
and the conference dissolved. 


Tuberculosis (Animals) Committee. 


A meeting of the Tuberculosis (Animals) Committee 
was held on February 3rd at 16 Bedford Square, W.C., 
at which the following were present : The Earl of North- 
brook (Chairman) in the chair, Lord Midéleton, Lord 
Moreton, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Messrs. C. R. W. 
Adeane, E. Mathews, W. J. Morton, C. M. 8. Pilkington 
and H. Swithenbank, and 36 gentlemen representing 
agricultural and allied associations. 

The Committee had under consideration Part III. of 
the London County Council (General Powers) Bill 1909, 
dealing with the question of Unwholesome Milk, and 
after discussion the following resolution was  unani- 
mously adopted :— 

“That the Tuberculosis (Animals) Committee desire 
to advert to the Deputation which the President of the 
Local Government Board was good enough to receive on 
the 12th March, 1908, on Legislation and the Milk 
Supply, and to direct his attention to Part ITT. of the 
sondon County Council (General Powers) Bill 1909, 
which contains drastic powers for dealing with unwhole- 
some milk, and to express a hope that he will see his 
way in the coming Session of Parliament to introduce 
general legislation with regard to the milk supply, and 
that in the meantime he will take the necessary steps to 
prevent the Lonéon County Council from proceeding 
with Part ITI. of their Bill.” 

Prof. Penberthy and Mr. R. W. Hobbs reported the 
present position of the Conference of Agriculturists and 
the National Federation of Meat Traders on the Meat 
Warranty question. 

On the motion of Mr. Adeane, it was decided to ap- 
point a Sub-committee (1) to enquire and report to the 
Committee as to the present position of knowledge with 
regard to the danger attaching to the milk of cows 
affected with tuberculosis in various degrees ; (2) to 
suggest what measures appear necessary to safeguard 
the public health in this connection, due regard being 
had to the interests of stockowners ; and (3) to report 


law with a view of removing the hardship under whic 


what measures are desirable to diminish or stamp out 
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bovine tuberculosis, which at the present time is the 
cause of very considerable loss to farmers. 

The following were elected to serve on this Sub-com- 
mittee :—The Earl of Northbrook (chairman), Lord 
Kenyon (vice-chairman), Sir John M‘Fadyean, Professor 
Lloyd, Professor Penberthy, and Messrs. Adeane, 
Mathews, Sadler, Swithenbank, and F. N. Webb. 


Sypney Macer, Sec. 


Lighter Shoes for Hackneys. 


The council of the Hackney Horse Society being of 
opinion that many of the horses of this breed exhibited 
at shows are excessively shod, and that this is doing 
great harm to the Hackney breed, have resolved at the 
next show of the society the weights of the shoes will 
be limited as follows :—For all horses (exclusive of year- 
ling colts and fillies) exceeding 14 hands no shoe may 
exceed 2lb. in weight ; for all horses not exceeding 14 
hands, and for yearling colts and fillies, no shoe may ex- 
ceed 14 1b. in weight. 

A special veterinary surgeon will be appointed whose 
sole duty will be to examine the shoes of all horses, and 
if he is of opinion that any shoes exceed the prescribed 
weight he is to have the power to remove and weigh 
them. If found to exceed the weights mentioned, the 
horse will be disqualified from competition. Steps will 
be taken to communicate this decision to all affiliated 
societies, in the hope that they will instruct the judges 
who officiate in the Hackney and harness classes at 
country shows to pay special attention to the manner in 
which horses are shod.—7'he Farmers Gazette. 


**Drenching.”’ 


Dear Sir,—The following may be of interest to your 
readers : 
ublican in a country village, finding his 
pony griped, asked a smart coachman present in the bar, 
who fancied himself somewhat in his knowledge of 
horses, to give it a drink he had by him from his veteri- 
nary surgeon. The latter readily consented, but walked 
home half a mile first to change bis livery. On re- 
turning he gave the drench to the pony in front of the 
usual crowd, who would be present on a Saturday night. 
This done, the coachman put the bottle down and said 
with an air of satisfaction, “There, that’s the way to 
givea drink, never spilt a drop.” One present, of an 
inquisitive, if not an interfering, turn of mind, not feel- 
ing satisfied, stepped forward, picked up the bottle, and 
rewarked or ean “No you might well not spill 
any gov’nor, why you have'nt taken the cork out of the 
bottle yet !!” 


REVIEW. 


THe STANDARD CyYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN AGRICUL- 
TURE AND Rurat Economy. Edited by Prof. R. 
Patrick Wricut, F.H.A'S, F.R.S.E. Vol. III. 
Bro—Coc. (The Gresham Publishing Co., 34 and 35 
Southampton Street, Strand, London.) 


In a previous review of the first two volumes of this 
work, we sufficiently indicated its scope and general 
character. It is scarcely necessary, therefore, to notice 
the third volume of the series at any great length. 
Generally it may at once be described as fully maintain- 
ing the standard of excellence of its predecessors, while 
its contents comprise some of the most important sub- 
jects to be dealt with throughout the entire work. Farm 

uildings, butter and cheese and their manufacture, the 


Clydesdale and Cleveland Bay horses, the Cheviot sheep, 
and the history, breeding, rearing, and fattening of 
cattle, are among the subjects treated in the present 
volume. Agricultural finance, which was dealt with at 
considerable length in the section on “ Accounts ” in the 
first volume, receives further consideration under the 
head of “ Capital ”—the broad aspect of the subject, and 
the detailed treatment of landlord’s and tenant’s capital, 
being divided into separate sections. These and similar 
major subjects, together with the a numerous minor 
ones included in the book, are generally treated with the 
same knowledge and judgment that marked the two pre- 
ceding volumes ; and the present one may therefore be 
summarised as amply sustaining the promise of the 
ultimate value of the cyclopedia to those interested in 
agriculture. 
W. R. C. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Jan. 22. 


TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED List. 


Vet.-Capt. W. Logan, from Lovat’s Scouts L.Y.. to be 
Vet.-Capt. with precedenee as in the Imperial Yeo- 


manry. 

Vet. Lieut. W. G. Barnes, from Lovat’s Scouts IY. 
to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in the Imperial 
Yeomanry. Dated Dec. 1. 


Jan. 29. 
A. Douglas to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated July 11. 


Feb. 2. 
Francis Baker Gresham to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 
Dec. 1, 1908. 


The Commander-in-Chief in India has made the 
following appointments :— 
* * + * 

Divisional Staff— Vet. Officers.—Lieut.-Col. E. R. C. 
Butler to be Senior Veterinary Officer, Secunderabad 
Division, vice Lieut.-Col. C. E. Nuthall. 


OBITUARY. 


Hicxs Wiruers, M.R.C.V.S., Worthing. 
Late V.S. (Ist Class) 10th Hussars. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1851. 


One of the few remaining links connecting the past 
with the present, was snapped on 31st January when 
Mr. Hicks Withers, or as he was known recently 
Withers-Lancashire, passed away at the ripe old age of 
80 years and a few months. 

he son of the late Mr. Withers, of Bristol, who was 
also a member of the profession, he graduated in Lon- 
don on 30th April, 1851, and joined the Army in March, 
1854. His Army career lasted fifteen years, and 
into it was crowded the Campaign experiences of a life 
time. It has fallen to the lot of few men to have had 
such a wonderful record of active service, exciting ex- 
periences, and hair-breadth escapes. 

Immediately after joining the Army, he proceeded 
to Bulgaria, being posted to E Battery of the Light 
Division. In Bulgaria he was employed by General 
Sir George Brown in purchasing baggage animals. He 
then proceeded to the Gieeen and served in the Artillery 
of the Light Division in the Campaign 1854-5. He was 

resent at the affairs of the “Bulganak” and “ Mc- 
pane wh Farm,” the Battles of “ Alma,” “ Balaclava,” 
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“Tnkerman,” Repulse of the sortie of 25th October, and 
the “Seige and Fall of Sebastopol.” 

At the “Alma” a shell burst close to his horse, 
Mr. Withers was in the act of mounting, and the horse 
was being held by a shoeing-smith, who was killed, the 
horse being wounded ; Mr. Withers was also hit by a 
fragment of the shell, thrown to the ground, and stunned, 

et he made so light of it that he never reported sick, 
aa as he expressed it, “a great deal to do for the 
wounded of the Battery.” Fifty years later he obtained 
a wound pension. For this Campaign he received the 
Crimean medal with four clasps and the Turkish medal. 

After the Campaign he proceeded to China, and the 
Indian Mutiny having broken out he was sent with Capt. 
Middleton’s Battery toe India, serving throughout the 
Campaign 1857-59. He was present at the “ Relief of 
the Residency” under Lord Clyde, and the affairs of 
“Secunderagh Bagh” and “ Shaj Nujeef,” the “ Battle 
of Cawnpore,” Dec. 6, 1857, and defeat and pursuit of 
the “Gwalior Contingent.” Actions of ‘“Subahdar’s 
Tauk” and “ Serai Ghat,” “ Chanda,” “Badshaw Gunze,’ 
“Sultanpore,” ‘“ Umeerpore,” “ Seige and capture of 
Lucknow,” Action of “ Baree,” attack on the “ Moulvie’s 
Mosque” and “ Moosa Bagh,” and the affairs of “ Ram- 
pore Kussia ” and “ Futteghur,” ete. 

During all these engagements, when not employed on 
professional duty, he served as orderly officer to the 
Artillery Commander, and finally, when through sick- 
ness there was a dearth of officers, as in the pursuit of 
Tantia Topee, he volunteered for subaltern’s duty, and 
took command of two guns. 

At the conclusion of the Mutiny he was invalided from 
India with abscess of the liver, and as if he had not 
already gone through a sufficient number of exciting 
experiences, he was wrecked in the Red Sea on his way 
home in the “Alma.” After his return to England 
he joined the 10th Hussars, and in January, 1869, retired 
from the Army on account of ill-health. 

Such, in brief, is the record of this old soldier, who 
had lived long enough to see forgotten the memories of 
that official and political muddle, the Crimean Campaign, 
with all its horrors of starvation, disease, and that bitter 
winter on the heights above Balaclava. He lived, 
unfortunately, to bear testimony to the short memory of 
a grateful nation, whose outpourings during that Titanic 
convulsion in Asia rapidly vaporized when services 
were no longer needed. It has always been so. There 
is no such thing as national gratitude. Services are 
soon forgotten ; it is depressing, it may perhaps be 
necessary, but it is none the less bitter. 

To those whohave lived long enough to remember these 
Campaigns, theabove record of Hicks- Withers fills a space 
in history. Bunt it is only those few still left who took 
part in the struggle, who can fully appreciate what this 
, ee spirit went through during that disgracefully con- 

ucted Campaign in the Black Sea, in the historic relief of 
that small British garrison of Lucknow, in the heat 
and deadly climate, as India then was, avenging the 
Cawnpore massacre, and the long chase after its perpe- 
trator. Modern campaigns are child’s play com- 
pared with these, and our heart’ s sympathy goes out to 
this fine old campaigner (who we believe to be nearly the 
last veterinary survivor of the double event of the Crimea 
and —— who at the end of a long life felt he had 
been officially forgotten. 
_ With an intellect unclouded to the last, he delighted 
In recounting his experiences, and recalling those days 
when British prestige hung by a slender thread. Only 
as recently as last November he placed on record in the 
Bristol Times what, as an eye-witness, he saw of the 
Balaclava Charge and the part played by Nolan, a point 
which has been greatly in oute. This is what he says : 

“In my article, re the Battle of Balaclava, which you 
were so good as to publish, very little mention is made 


of Capt. Nolan’s part in it, and as I am sure it is not 
clearly unders by many, I now relate it. 


“Tn the interval between the repulse of the Russian 
cavalry by the ‘ thin red line’ and their subsequent utter 
defeat and rout by the magnificent charges of the heavy 
cavalry, Capt. Nolan was sent with an order to Lord 
Lucan, which he delivered just after the routed enemy 
had passed our front. The order most undoubtedly was, 
‘Take up a position with your brigade nearer the enemy, 
and endeavour to prevent him from carrying off the 
captured guns.’ When the brigade moved off, Capt. 
Nolan fell in with the leaders, but seeing directly after- 
wards that, instead of inclining to the right in the direc- 
tion of the captured guns and redoubt, they were taking 
a straight line to the entire Russian Army, he rushed 
his horse forward to the front of the column, crossing it 
waving his sword, and pointing the proper direction to 
take. At this moment he was hit apparently badly, and, 
swaying in his saddle, fell to the ground ; his foot caught 
in the stirrup iron, and the frightened horse, turning 
round kicking, galloped back to the rear, dragging with 
it the unfortunate officer, who if not killed by the shot, 
undonbtedly was by the kicking animal. Capt. Nolan 
was a very enthusiastic cavalry officer, and it is said and 
believed by many that he urged on the action taken by 
Lord Lucan ; but his movements, as related above, quite 
contradict this, and it is safe to infer that he had no 
hand in that glorious but fatal charge, of which the 
French General Canrobert said truly enough, “ C’est 


99» 


magnifique, mais ce n’ est pas la guerre ! 

Mr. Withers Lancashire was slight in build, with a keen 
penetrating glance, his constitution must have been won- 
derful, his memory was excellent, and he wasa first-rate 
raconteur. Crippled for the remaining years of his life 
through the injury sustained by the fragment of shell 
at the Alma, he nevertheless took an active interest in 
matters, especially in horse breeding and the supply of 
remounts for the Army. In his earlier days he was an 
enthusiastic horseman and keen sportsman. He invent- 
ed a safety stirrup, and to the last his mind was 
actively employed, Biened up by that cheerful optimism 
which throughout life had been one of his strongest 
features, and is the basis of a truly philosophical spirit. 

He has now gone, in the fullness of years, and after a 
life of dangerous public service denied to many. No 
volleys are fired over his ashes, no solemn strains of 
music and muffled roll of drums escort the old warrior 
to his last resting place, but his gallant spirit can never 
die. It was of such men as this that England was made, 
and when we and others to follow read of the horrors of 
the “ Crimean ” campaign, and of the savage butchery of 
the “Indian Mutiny,” we may perhaps recall Hicks 
Withers’ record of service, and as a profession feel proud 
that throngh him and others we have borne a part in 
supporting the supremacy of the Empire. 


A Veteran Veterinary Surgeon. 


We are indebted to another correspondent for the 
following note : 

“Mr. Hicks-Withers has been long retired from 
the Army in which he served through some of the most 
eventful years of our national history. After leaving 
College he joined the R.H.A. and went through the 
Crimean and Indian Mutiny Campaigns. Inthe former 
he witne-sed the immortal Charge of the Light Brigade 
and was only a few yards away from Captain Nolan 
when that officer received his death wound. Only last 
year he contributed his personal impressions of the 
affair to The Bristol Times and Mirror. 

He was in the 10th Hussars when His Majesty the 
K:ng was an officer in the regiment. He wasa regular 


attendant at the annual dinners of the Crimean and 
Mutiny heroes, 
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He was born at Bristol where his father Samuel 
Hicks-Withers was a veterinary surgeon. «The father 
afterwards came to London where he founded the well. 
known firm of jobmasters which still holds such a promi- 
nent position in the Metropolis. 


BALACLAVA. 
By ONE WHO SAW IT. 


Reading in an article on the Panmure papers the 
saying that the “history of warfare is a history of 
blunders,” reminded me that yesterday (Sunday) was 
54th anniversary of that colossal blunder, the Battle of 
Balaclava, otherwise the slaughter of the heroic Light 
Brigade, for it was nothing else. The incompetency 
and rashness of the commanding officers ; the curious 
reading of a plainly given order from a clear-headed 
Commander-in-Chief who, common-sense ought to have 
told them, would never have given such an insane order 
knowing the position of things ; how they could have 
interpreted it as they did is a wonder, remembering the 
axiom of war that cavalry should never act without 
support, and that infantry should always be close to 
them when they carry guns ; there was neither of these 
requirements, and yet they dared to send their devoted 
troops, the best cavalry in the world, to attack a large 
body of Russian cavalry, several battalions of infantry, 
and 40 guns in a strong position, with batteries of 
artillery ready to play on each flank—what folly! 
What utter madness ! 

I had galloped up to a point on the heights above 
Sebastopol, in the rear of Bousquet’ Camp, which gave 
a panoramic view of the Balaclava Valley. The light 
cavalry were just on the move, when a little French 
sentry, who had been watching the happenings, turned 
round to me with horror-stricken face, exclaiming, “O! 
monsieur, monsieur ; qu’est qu’on va faire ; on va-t-a 
mort! on va-t-A mort! on vat-& mort!” What a 
siinple French soldier could see in a minute, our General 
could not. 

Hardly had our cavalry moved off, when a body of 
Chassenrs d’Afrique, gay in their light blue and silver 
uniform, red overalls, with pennons flying, riding grey 
Arabs, came galloping past, abont 200in number. They 
went up on the rising ground to our left, and made 
straight at the battery, which was dealing death to our 
poor men in the left flank and silenced them ; but, being 
without support, they were obliged to retire with the 
loss of 50 men and horses and two officers. Still, it was 
a gallant little affair. In the meantime, Captain Nolan, 
who had been badly hit, fell from his saddle. Our 
heroes galloped on, Icsing mary men as they went, and 
dashed at the guns, 30 in number, sabring the gunners, 
and falling on a body of cavalry who opened out, show- 
ing a large mass of infantry. The enemy’s cavalry clos- 
ing in on our men, Colonel Shewell, of the 8th Hussars, 
with great presence of mind, got his men in some sort of 
line, so that the men of the different regiments might 
form up on them, and so retire in something like order. 
This they did, but with great loss until they came to 
where the heavy cavalry had come to their assistance, 
they also losing many men in so doing. 

This terrible catastrophe was preceded by a couple of 
magnificent charges made by the heavy cavalry, under 
General Scarlett. When the Russian cavalry, retiring 
from their unceremonions treatment by the 93rd (Sir 
Colin Campbell’s thin red line), came in view of our men, 
the trumpet sounded, and off went the Greys and 
Inniskillens, our first line, full charge into the middle of 
the Russians’ first line, three times our strength. Down 
they went, our fellows cutting right through them, ap- 

ring in their rear, and darting straight at the second 
ine, the wings of the first line closing in on their centre ; 
but before this was completed our second line, the Royals 
and 4th and 5th Dragoon Guards, shot out like a bolt 
from the blue, and knocked them over like ninepins, and 


went on to the second line, completing what the Greys 
and the Inniskillens had begun. The enemy in a quar- 
ter of an hour were beaten, and turned and fled in great 
disorder and confusien back towards their camp. 
“Well done!” was the message sent down to General 
Scarlett. The light cavalry were about a quarter-mile 
- the valley, concealed by the undulating irregularity 
of the ground. The head of the defeated troops passed 
within 200 yards of them, and Lord Lucan was begged 
to fall upon and complete the ruin begun by the heavy 
cavalry ; but, althongh repeatedly urged to do so, and 
by many Indian officers attached to his command, men 
of great experience, he would not take the risk for all 
they knew what a state the enemy’s cavalry were in. 
Beaten and demoralised, they would have been easy 
prey ; their cavalry would have been annihilated ; they 
could not have removed the guns they had captured, and 
the Balaclava charge would not have been needed. 

Our loss were 13 officers killed or missing, 160 men 
killed or missing, 21 officers wounded, 197 men wound- 
ed ; horses killed or missing, 394 ; horses wounded, 126. 
“The awful waste of human life, the glory and the guilt 
of war.” 


Then shook the hills with cannon riven ; 
Then rushed the steed to battle driven ; 
And, volleying like the bolts of heaven, 
Far flashed the red artillery. 
H. W. L., late 10th Hussars. 
—Bristol Times and Mirror, Oct. 26, 1908. 


Bensamin Soucter, V.S., West Hartlepool. 
Mr. Soulter died on Jan. 20, at 123 Elswick Road, 


PROPOSED NEW DIPLOMA IN SANITARY SCIENCE 
Sir, 

This new diploma would, I think, be welcomed by most 
practitioners if it could be obtained under convenient con- 
ditions, as in the case of the Fellowship Degree. 

There are many members, like myself, who cannot leave 
their practices for a lengthy period to attend a post-graduate 
course, with its necessary expense, but who on the other 
hand wonld devote their leisure hours to studying the 
necessary subjects. 

The chief reason why so few veterinary surgeons do 
not enter for the Public Health examinations is inability 
to leave their practices, and it is left to the newly-fledged 
M.R.C.V.S. with no practice or home ties, and to the 
practitioner resident in or near to the centres where a post- 
graduate course is easily accessible Arrange the examina- 
tions on similar lines to those held at Red Lion Square 
for the Fellowship Degree and a good many will avail 
themselves of the opportunity to obtain this additional 
qualification.— Yours faithfully, 

Country 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers Recervep.—Messrs. F. 
Morton Wallis, J. M. Marshall, Lt. Graham Ree:-Mogg, 
Harold Morphew, Huish & Co. P. Wilson, S. Villar, 
G. H. Locke. ‘*M.D.”’ 


The Daily Express (Dublin), East Anglican Daily Times, 
The Western Morning News, Susser Daily News. Jan. 30. 

Messrs. G. Upton, Sydney Mager, J.Steward Wood, 
Richard Arthur. G. Howie, J. F.Simpson, Capt. C. H. 
H. Jolliffe. ‘* Country Practitioner.’’ ‘‘M.D."’ 

The Irish Times. 
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Hartlepool, from pnenmonia. His age was 81 years. 
Road 
UMI 


